
What could
this photo be
useful for if

you wanted to
learn about

brick making?

Bricks and tiles had been
hand made in Chesham
for hundreds of years

More bricks were needed as
the town grew in the late
1800s and early 1900s.
More factories needed
more workers, more workers
needed houses to live in
and they needed enormous
quantities of bricks for
house building and projects
such as warehouses,
factories, mill chimneys, and
railway viaducts. 

    BRICK BY BRICKBRICK BY BRICK  
Bricks are made from the clay

beneath our feet
 
Simple bricks can be made by drying clay in
the sun. Sun-dried bricks were utilised for
many centuries and are used even today in
regions with suitable climates. By the 1850s,
mechanical brick-making had almost
entirely replaced the ancient handmade
methods.

Try and
replicate these 3

types of brick
building

patterns with
the museum
foam brown

bricks or Lego.
You could turn
some sideways
so the face on

the small edge is
showing.

COWCROFT BRICK WORKS, LEY HILL 



Challenge:
Visit and take a
photo and see

what Jesse
Mead’s Yard

looks like now.
It took roughly

18.5 days to
put up each

house he built.
You may live in

one or know
someone who

does!

There is just one brick maker left in
Chesham today

During World War Two, many brickworks were
forced to close and most didn’t reopen. HG
Matthews in Bellingdon is the last remaining one
in Chesham. They purchased it from Jesse
Mead in 1924.

Jesse Mead, born in Chesham in 1867 went into brickmaking with his

brother. Newtown may seem like old houses to us, but they were new

in Victorian times. Jesse bought land in Berkhampstead Rd, Cameron

Rd and Eskdale Avenue. He built many new homes made with his own

bricks like most builders at that time. His headquarters were 176 and

178 Berkhampstead Rd. 

JESSE MEAD’S YARD

Bricky Pond is thought
to have originally been

a clay pit for
manufacturing bricks.

It dates back to at
least 1735 as it was
recorded on a 1736
map but not a 1716

one. It is on the north
side of Chesham Bois

Common by North
Road and was

restored in the 1960s
by Chesham Bois

Restoration Group.
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