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Bricks are made from the clay
beneath our feet
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Simple bricks can be made by drying clay in
the sun. Sun-dried bricks were utilised for
many centuries and are used even today in
regions with suitable climates. By the 1850s,

mechanical brick-making had almost
entirely replaced the ancient handmade
methods.
replicate these 3
types of brick
building
patterns with
the museum --
foam brown Flemish bond

stretcher

bricks or Lego.
You could turn
some sideways

so the face on
the small edge is ---
showing. stretcher bond

BIRICK

Chesham
MUSEUM

A Community Resource

Bricks and tiles had been
hand made in Chesham
for hundreds of years

More bricks were needed as
the town grew in the late
1800s and early 1900s.
More factories needed
more workers, more workers
needed houses to live in
and they needed enormous
quantities of bricks for
house building and projects
such as warehouses,
factories, mill chimneys, and
railway viaducts.

What could

useful for if
you wanted to
learn about
brick making?




JESSE MEAD'S YARD

Fesse Mead’s yard and houses
in Berkhampstead Road (RE)

Jesse Mead, born in Chesham in 1867 went into brickmaking with his
brother. Newtown may seem like old houses to us, but they were new
in Victorian times. Jesse bought land in Berkhampstead Rd, Cameron
Rd and Eskdale Avenue. He built many new homes made with his own
bricks like most builders at that time. His headquarters were 176 and

178 Berkhampstead Rd.
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restored in the 1960s
by Chesham Bois
Restoration Group.

There is just one brick maker left in
Chesham today
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