
A Market Town
Since 1257, there has been a weekly market in town, each

Wednesday, when Chesham was given permission by the King (A
Royal Charter) around Market Square. 

Watercress
In Victorian times, the Chess Valley was well known for watercress growing. By 1900, Chesham had
about 30 acres (about the size of 23 football pitches) of watercress beds which were mainly near

Waterside. Most of the watercress was sent on the train into London in giant baskets.

What might you see at the market?
Chesham had many farms for rearing sheep, pigs and cattle, and
growing corn for grinding at the mills. This lasted well into the 1900s,
when growing watercress and brewing beer were also very popular.

You may like
to visit...
...the local produce
market on the 4th
Saturday of each
month to see what
food producers sell
that is grown locally
or in the surrounding
areas of the
Chilterns. 

TURKEYS AT BURY FARM IN THE 1940S

In the 1900s,
Chesham had a big
supply of poultry -
originally ducks, then
chickens and turkeys.
Ducks were bred by
Chesham Moor
(where the open-air
swimming pool is
today). 

JACK HOLLIMAN'S STALL SHOWS THE
HUGE BASKETS

WATERCRESS BEDS, CHESHAM POSTCARD

Watercress
grows in or by

rivers. The
River Chess is
a chalk stream

which
provided ideal

conditions.  

WHAT SOUNDS,
SMELLS AND SIGHTS
MAY HAVE BEEN THE

SAME AND WHICH
ARE DIFFERENT
NOW AND WHY?

From Field To Table



THE POSTER
SAYS

HEMPSTEAD
ROAD. 

THIS WAS
RENAMED

WHITE HILL.

A COOPER
IS A

WOODEN 
BARREL
MAKER. 

The biggest brewery opened in 1895
and ran for 60 years. 

A maltings (where grain is converted
into malt for brewing), stood roughly
where Sainsbury’s is now. A brewery,
stables, and coopers shop were near
where Waitrose stands today. 

Tap Yard, off the High Street, now has a
mural on the wall and was once home to
a maltings and a cellar brewery.

CHALLENGE: RECREATE THIS PHOTO.
THE FIELDS SHOWN ARE NOW
OCCUPIED BY THE HOUSES IN

GREENWAY. STAND AT THE TOP OF
NASHLEIGH HILL IN THE SECOND FIELD
ALONG AND SEE WHAT'S CHANGED AND

STAYED THE SAME.

THEN AND NOW PHOTO OPPORTUNITY FOR VALE FARM 
James Field was born in Chesham Bottom (Chesham Vale) in 1791. James
farmed at Bottom Farm (Vale Farm), like his father Thomas before him.
In 1833, James joined forces with other businessmen in Chesham to provide
medical support to the poorest members of the community.

Beer - one of Chesham's 5 B's 
Beer is made by fermenting malt (sprouted barley), flavoured and preserved with
hops. Before the 1800s, Chesham had many pubs and beer shops where landlords

brewed on site. By 1900 the town had about 9,000 people and around 80 pubs!

CHESHAM AND BRACKLEY BREWERIES
LTD BEER BOTTLE STICKERS

CHESHAM BREWERY POSTER
ONCE THE LARGEST BREWERY IN CHESHAM.

THE VALE FARM, 1900
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