
Windows into
Chesham’s Past

Windows have been around since Roman times when people
first used coloured glass in buildings. Religious buildings had
the money to pay for huge colourful stained-glass windows,

making places of worship feel awe-inspiring.

Faith, Hope and
Charity 1869 

St George, 1900 

St. Mary’s Church, by Lowndes
Park, was built on some pudding
stones and the oldest parts of it
date back to the 1100’s. People

from Chesham have worshipped
there for centuries. 

St. Peter and St.
Andrew, 1869

You might like to visit St Mary’s Church
and see if you can spot any of these

stained-glass windows. 
You could take photographs at different times of the
day to see how light affects it, or notice how different

parts of the church have different light levels.



To make stained glass, artists followed a special
process.:

1.  Sketch a design.
2.Create colours by mixing different metal salts into

the melted glass—copper, for example, makes a
deep red colour.

3.  Cut pieces of coloured glass to match the design.
4.  For colours that are especially dark, fuse thin layers

of coloured glass onto clear glass, a technique
called flashing. 

5.Use thin lead strips to hold everything together. 

Can you spot the ‘Fake Window’ in
this picture taken on Red Lion

Street in Chesham? It is still there
today.

Stained-glass windows in  Mosques
depict beautiful patterns. 

Church windows often
showed stories from the

Bible and pictures of saints,
so that even people who

could not read could learn
from them. 

Find out about stained-
glass windows in places
of worship for different

world religions 

You can think of stained-glass
windows as like painting on light

Did you know?
There was a window tax in Britain between 1696–1851.

The more windows in a property, the more tax the owner had to
pay. So people created fake, painted, and bricked-up windows!

Research Challenge:


	Windows into Chesham’s Past
	You can think of stained-glass windows as like painting on light
	To make stained glass, artists followed a special process.:
	Sketch a design.
	Create colours by mixing different metal salts into the melted glass—copper, for example, makes a deep red colour.
	Cut pieces of coloured glass to match the design.
	For colours that are especially dark, fuse thin layers of coloured glass onto clear glass, a technique called flashing.
	Use thin lead strips to hold everything together.
	Research Challenge:
	Find out about stained-glass windows in places of worship for different world religions
	Church windows often  showed stories from the Bible and pictures of saints, so that even people who could not read could learn from them.
	Stained-glass windows in  Mosques depict beautiful patterns.
	Did you know? There was a window tax in Britain between 1696–1851. The more windows in a property, the more tax the owner had to pay. So people created fake, painted, and bricked-up windows!
	Can you spot the ‘Fake Window’ in this picture taken on Red Lion Street in Chesham? It is still there today.

